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UC Irvine  
       School of Medicine  

      
Admissions 

 
MISSION STATEMENT  

The University of California, Irvine School of Medicine, is dedicated to advancing the knowledge and practice of medicine for the 

benefit of society. This mission will be achieved through programs of excellence in education, research, clinical care, and service to 

the public.  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
The UC Irvine School of Medicine is located in Orange County between Los Angeles and San Diego. Areas of research emphasis 

include: neurosciences, oncology, cardiovascular and pulmonary diseases, medical imaging, infectious diseases, molecular biology, 

and human genetics. 

 

The School of Medicine has two main campuses, in Irvine and Orange. Medical students spend the majority of the first two years on 

the Irvine campus and the third and fourth years in Orange where the main clinical facilities are located. A new teaching facility on 

the Irvine campus is under construction with a scheduled completion date of November 2009. This medical education building will 

include a state-of-the-art telemedicine training center, a clinical simulation laboratory, and clinical skills center. Students will utilize 

digitally controlled, full-body simulators in operating-room and trauma-room settings, and the tele-video room will allow students to 

observe medicine practiced at distant locations with real-time ability to communicate with clinical instructors. The new UC Irvine 

Medical Center, the main clinical teaching facility, opened in Orange in the winter of 2009. 

 
In addition to the traditional M.D. curriculum, the following programs are also offered within the School of Medicine: 

M.D./Ph.D. 
A combined M.D./Ph.D. degree is available to interested students through the Medical Scientist Training Program.  Applicants apply to 

this program by indicating their interest on the AMCAS application. URL: http://mstp.uci.edu/ 

 

Program in Medical Education for the Latino Community (PRIME -LC) (M.D./Masters) 

This unique 5-year M.D./Masters program prepares students to be culturally competent leaders in health care delivery to the 

underserved Latino community. In addition to the M.D. degree, students will obtain a joint masters degree in a related field, such 

as public health or business administration. Successful applicants must meet all the general admissions criteria for the UC Irvine 

School of Medicine, demonstrate a history of significant commitment to the underserved or the Latino community, and have 

advanced conversational Spanish skills. Application forms for this program are included in the secondary application materials. 

URL: http://www.ucihs.uci.edu/PRIMELC/ 

 

M.D./M.B.A.  
The M.D./M.B.A. program is a 5 year joint program with students receiving their M.B.A. through the Graduate School of Business at 

UC Irvine. Students interested in the M.D./M.B.A. program generally apply during the second year of medical school. URL: 

http://www.ucihs.uci.edu/com/mdmba/ 

 

CURRICULUM  
The UC Irvine School of Medicine curriculum continues to meet the changing needs of medical education within all four years of 

instruction. The UC Irvine School of Medicine is dedicated to the nurturing of humanistic, caring physicians with state-or-the-art 

clinical expertise and skills. 

 

In addition to the basic sciences in the first two years, substantial clinical material has been integrated into the curriculum through the 

development of the Clinical Foundations course. In the first year, students work with standardized patients to develop interview and 

physical examination skills. These clinical skills are further strengthened in the second year by working in the community with 

patients. In addition, clinically oriented courses are designed to complement the material covered in basic science courses. During the 

clinical years, students rotate through the core clinical services of internal medicine, family medicine, surgery, obstetrics and 

gynecology, psychiatry, pediatrics, emergency medicine, radiology, and neurology. Clinical advisors guide students in the selection 

of 20 weeks of electives tailored to the studentsô career goals and educational needs. 

 

http://www.ucihs.uci.edu/PRIMELC/


ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS  

The UC Irvine School of Medicine is a member of the American Medical College Application Service (AMCAS), 

http://www.aamc.org/students/amcas/start.htm. All students who seek entrance to the UC Irvine School of Medicine must complete 

the AMCAS application. Applications must be submitted between June 1 and November 1 of the year preceding anticipated 

admission. Applicants can be considered for admission if they meet the following requirements: 

¶ A minimum of three years (90 semester units) of undergraduate coursework, including a minimum of one fulltime year at an 

accredited U.S. college or university. 

¶ A baccalaureate degree is strongly recommended but not required. 

¶ Candidates for admission may submit community college credit only to the extent granted on transfer to a four year college or 

university. 

¶ For purposes of evaluation, letter or numerical grades are preferred for course work, particularly for the required subjects listed 

below. 

¶ Final enrollment into the first-year class at the School of Medicine is contingent upon evidence of satisfactory completion of all 

requirements and all courses listed as "in progress" on the AMCAS application (with a grade of C or higher). 

¶ Failure to meet the requirements or falsification of information is grounds for rejection or dismissal. 

¶ Completion of the following college course requirements prior to matriculation: 
 

Subject Year Units Labs Comments 

Biology 1.5 12 semester  
       or  

16 quarter 

1 year Courses must include one upper division 

Biology course 
 

Chemistry  2 16 semester 
       or 

 20 quarter 

1 year Courses must include Inorganic, 

Organic and Biochemistry 

Physics 1 8 semester  
       or  

12 quarter 

  

Math 1 6 semester  
       or  

8 quarter 

 Courses must include Calculus and 

Statistics 

English Writing/ 

Composition 

0.5 3 semester  
       or  

4 quarter 

  

 
Applicants are strongly encouraged to have completed their basic science requirements by the time they submit their application. No 

specific major is required; however, demonstrated ability in the sciences is of great importance. In addition, applicants are advised to 

take advantage of the intellectual maturation afforded by a well-rounded liberal arts education. English, the humanities, the social and 

behavioral sciences are considered particularly important.  

The Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/start.htm, is required. The MCAT must be taken 

within three years of application, no later than September of the year prior to matriculation. 
 
SELECTION FACTORS  

The UCI School of Medicine seeks to admit students who are highly qualified to be trained in the practice of medicine and whose 

backgrounds, talents, and experiences contribute to a diverse student body. The Admissions Committee carefully reviews all 

applicants whose academic record and MCAT scores indicate that they will be able to handle the rigorous medical school curriculum. 

Careful consideration is given to applicants from disadvantaged backgrounds (i.e., disadvantaged through social, cultural, and/or 

economic conditions). In addition to scholastic achievement, attributes deemed desirable in prospective students include leadership 

ability and participation in extracurricular activities, such as clinical and/or medically related research experience, and community 

service. 
 
Information provided by the AMCAS application is used for preliminary screening. Based on decisions reached by the Admissions 

Committee, applicants may be sent a secondary application. Applicants receiving a secondary application are asked to submit 

additional materials which include a minimum of three letters of recommendation, supplemental information forms, and a 

nonrefundable application fee. Upon further review by the Admissions Committee, approximately 500 of those applicants receiving a 

secondary application will be invited to interview. Regional interviews are not available. Preference is given to California residents 

and applicants that are either U.S. citizens or permanent residents. The UC Irvine School of Medicine does not accept transfer 

students. 
 
Contact Information - Office of Admissions and Outreach, Berk Hall, Irvine, CA 92697-4089 

Phone: (949) 824-5388 or (800) 824-5388 E-mail: medadmit@uci.edu  

URL: http://www.som.uci.edu/admissions 

 

mailto:medadmit@uci.edu


 

 

 

UC Irvine Douglas Hospital FACT SHEET  

University of California, Irvine has built a state -of - the -art hospital at UC Irvine Medical Center, located in 

Orange, Calif. UC Irvine Douglas Hospital replaces a structure built in 1960 and lin ks to the existing University 

Hospital Tower. The new hospital combines the latest medical technologies with patient comforts, 

strengthening UC Irvine Healthcareôs ability to provide patients with the most advanced therapies and 
treatments.  

Patients visiti ng UC Irvine Douglas Hospital can experience a spacious environment with private rooms 

designed for optimal comfort and healing. UC Irvine Healthcare is committed to providing high -quality patient 
care and fostering medical breakthroughs through research a nd education.  

Site Location:  UC Irvine Douglas Hospital is visible from the Santa Ana I -5 and Garden Grove SR -22 freeways 

and located on the north side of the medical center campus, parallel to Chapman Avenue. The main entrance is 
located on Medical Cente r Drive off of The City Drive.  

Timeline:  Construction of UC Irvine Douglas Hospital began in February 2005 and will be completed in two 

phases. Phase I was completed in September 2008 and Phase II will be complete at the end of 2011.  

Budget:  For construct ion and equipment, two phases totaling $555.9 million  

Hospital Facts:  

¶ Largest construction project in Orange County  

¶ 482,428 square feet  

¶ 7 stories (plus basement)  

¶ 236 beds, bringing the total number of beds to 424, including 107 beds in University Hospi tal Tower 

and 81 beds in the Neuropsychiatric Center (67 neuropsychiatry and 14 acute rehabilitation beds) 1  

¶ 30 -bed neonatal intensive care unit with plans to add 15 more in 2009  

¶ State -of - the -art burn unit with eight beds  

¶ 15 high - tech operating rooms tha t are 50 percent larger than those currently in use 2  

¶ Two dedicated cardiac catheterization lab suites  

¶ Conference rooms and collaborative work spaces for residents on each patient care floor  



Hospital Layout:  

¶ Basement ð state -of - the -art radiology services 3  

¶ Ground Level ð main lobby, admissions office, nurse staffing office, pharmacy, inpatient diagnostics, 

rehabilitation therapy, supply, processing and distribution, materiel management, dining room, gift 

shop, chapel and meditation area  

¶ Level Two ð operat ing rooms, catheterization labs, preoperative rooms, postoperative recovery rooms, 

visitor lounge and a bridge to University Hospital Tower  

¶ Level Three ð blood bank, rapid response laboratories, anatomic pathology, 15 -bed medical/surgical 

unit  

¶ Level Four  ð neonatal intensive care unit  

¶ Levels Five to Seven ð adult intensive care, UC Irvine Regional Burn Center, Institute for Clinical and 

Translational Studies (ICTS), medical/surgical units, including a step -down unit and specialty units, 

including neurosc ience, epilepsy monitoring and oncology  

Design and Construction:  

UC Irvine design and construction services  

UC Irvine campus architect: Rebekah Gladson  

Project director: Pat Nemeth  

General contractor: Hensel Phelps Construction Co.  
Architect: HOK  

Informat ion:  

http://www.healthcare.uci.edu/universityhospital/index.asp .  UC Irvine Medical Center is operational 

throughout construction. For information on naming opportunities at UC Irv ine Douglas Hospital, contact Health 

Affairs Advancement at 714.456.3768. To schedule a guided tour, please call 714.456.6904 or 714.456.5772.  

__________________________________  
 
1191 patient beds will be available when the hospital opens in 2009. 45 rooms  will be added as construction progresses through 
2011.  
2Four more operating rooms will be added as construction progresses through 2011.  
3Construction of additional radiology services in UC Irvine Douglas Hospital will begin in 2009 and will be complete b y 2011.  

 

 

http://www.healthcare.uci.edu/universityhospital/index.asp


UC Irvine School of Medicine 

Research and Medical Care 

 

Beckman Laser Institute  www.bli.uci.edu  

The Beckman Laser Institute is a research and teaching program of the University of California, Irvine. It was established 

in 1982 as a non-profit corporation through the vision of inventor, businessman and philanthropist Arnold O. Beckman, 

Ph.D. and microbiologist Michael W. Berns Ph.D.  

The Beckman Laser Institute is recognized as one of the world's premier centers of biomedical laser research and therapy. 

The Institute's specific aims include conducting innovative basic and applied research, providing state-of-the-art 

research-based clinical diagnosis and treatment, and furnishing quality education and training for the medical, academic 

and industrial communities. Utilizing more than 50 different lasers and a variety of sophisticated optical technologies, the 

Institute performs laboratory research that refines the scientific understanding, technological development, and clinical 

application of lasers. Scientists, engineers, and physicians apply biomedical laser and photonic technologies to key 
problems in many medical specialties, biomedical engineering, and veterinary medicine.  

The Institute has achieved national stature by housing the National Institutes of Health Laser Microbeam and Medical 

Program (LAMMP). The Institute also holds federal designations as a "Center of Excellence" for its clinical laser 

programs by the Department of Energy and as a Center for Medical Studies of the Free Electron Laser by the Office of 

Naval Research (Department of Defense).  

Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center  www.ucihs.uci.edu/cancer  
In 1997 the National Cancer Institute (NCI) designated the University of California, Irvine (UCI) Cancer Center as a 

"comprehensive cancer center," making it one of only four NCI-designated comprehensive cancer centers in California. 

Located on the UCI Medical Center campus, the Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center is affiliated with the 

College of Medicine at the University of California, Irvine. As a university-based facility, it offers the expertise of a 

scientific community that has earned an international reputation for its work in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of 

cancer.  

By combining the efforts of researchers, surgeons, radiation oncologists, medical oncologists, pathologists, nurses, 

rehabilitation therapists, pharmacists, social workers and dietitians, the Center draws on its many resources to attack 

cancer on all levels. After a comprehensive clinical evaluation using a wide range of advanced technology-including 

magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), CT scans, fiberoptic endoscopy, X-rays and biopsies--the Center's cancer specialists 

pinpoint the extent of the problem and identify appropriate therapies. A wide range of advanced treatment methods are 

used including surgery, radiation therapy, immunotherapy and bone marrow transplant. Working closely with patients 

and families, the team presents all treatment options and encourages questions. One of the team's major goals is to help 
people confront their fears and adopt a proactive attitude toward the disease.  

Scientists at the Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center are currently conducting extensive research on cancer 

prevention, with a strong emphasis on community outreach and education.  

 

UC Irvine General Clinical Research Center www.gcrc.uci.edu 
The National Institutes of Health established the General Clinical Research Centers in 1959 through a Congressional 

mandate and the first Clinical Research Centers were opened in 1960. Since that time the program has expanded to 

include a network of 78 Centers and numerous satellite facilities. These GCRCs, supported by the NCRR's Clinical 

Research area, provide the infrastructure that allows medical investigators to conduct safe, state-of-the-art, patient-
oriented research.  

Eligible investigators supported by NIH, other federal agencies, state and local entities, or the private sector may use 

GCRCs. However, in giving priority to NIH-supported investigators, the GCRC program promotes the mission of each 

NIH institute and, in this way, strengthens the overall efficiency of NIH research grants. Because the GCRCs support a 

full spectrum of patient-oriented scientific inquiry (effective June 2002, the UCI GCRC was supporting research from 24 

departments University-wide), researchers who use these centers can benefit from collaborative, interdisciplinary 
research opportunities.  

While the UCI GCRC has expanded and changed to reflect the diversity of research interests and scientific needs within 

http://www.gcrc.uci.edu/


the academic community at UCI, one thing which has remained constant is the mission of the Clinical Research Center 

Program -to support outstanding and innovative patient-oriented research. The UCI GCRC resources include, but are not 

limited to, highly trained research personnel, a discrete outpatient facility, a specialized human performance laboratory, a 
bioinformatics system, and a metabolic kitchen. 

Currently, the UCI Medical Center is the only hospital in Orange County with a General Clinical Research Center. 

The Reeve-Irvine Research Center  www.reeve.uci.edu/~reeve/ 
The Reeve-Irvine Research Center was established to study injuries and diseases of the spinal cord which result in 
paralysis or other loss of neurologic function, with the goal of finding a cure.  

The center was named for actor Christopher Reeve and is part of the School of Medicine, University of California, Irvine. 

The center is lead by Dr. Oswald Steward and is located in the recently dedicated Gillespie Neuroscience Research 
Facility.  

The center promotes and coordinates research and training programs in nerve regeneration at UCI and across the UC 

system. It also promotes cooperation and collaboration of scientists around the world seeking a cure for spinal cord 

dysfunction produced by injury or disease. 

UCI Heart Disease Prevention Program www.uci.edu/~heart 
The University of California, Irvine Heart Disease Prevention Program at the UCI School of Medicine strives for 

excellence in scholarly research, community education, and clinical care aimed at the prevention, early detection, and 

reversal of coronary heart disease in children, adults, and the elderly. Our team of specialists and well-trained staff at the 

UCI Heart Disease Prevention Program strive to do what we do best: "Keeping Your Heart Healthy" We offer programs 

in various clinical studies such as cholesterol and blood pressure-lowering. All services and procedures associated with 

each study are provided at no cost to qualifying participants.  

http://www.reeve.uci.edu/~reeve/
http://www.uci.edu/~heart


 

 

 

 

A crucial mission of the University of California, Irvine, 

School of Medicine (SOM) is to educate highly qualified 

physicians to serve the diverse populations of California. UCI 

SOM is therefore proud to offer the Program in Medical 

Education for the Latino Community (PRIME -LC ).  

 

This five-year combined Medical Degree/Masters training 

program responds to an increasing demand for physician-

leaders who are culturally sensitive and linguistically 

competent to address the specific needs of Latinos, rapidly 

becoming  the largest single population group in the state. The 

aim of the program is to improve health care delivery, research 

and policy in underserved Latino communities. 

 

A carefully selected group of students from all backgrounds 

enrolling at UCI SOM is eligible for enrollment in the program. 

Successful applicants will have outstanding academic 

credentials, at least a basic (but solid) Spanish-language 

conversation ability, and a significant commitment to service 

and the Latino community. We encourage all interested 

applicants, including those who are not currently California 

residents. 

 

Students in the PRIME -LC  Program will also obtain a relevant 

degree in public health, business administration, health policy 

or related field. These degrees will facilitate the goal of 

creating clinician leaders for underserved Latino communities. 

We expect that PRIME -LC  students will assume not only 

clinical roles, but also act as advocates and leaders in the 

communities they will serve. The second degree will provide 

the expertise and credentials to play this role. Some PRIME -

LC  students may also choose to pursue academic roles in 

public health, health care disparities research, public policy, or 

other related fields. 

 

In concert with these degrees, the program provides a heavy 

emphasis on graduate level training in the culture, society, 

language, history, and beliefs of the people of Latin American 

and US Latinos. 

 

 

PRIME -LC  has carefully designed and 

structured specialized components 

spanning all three levels of medical 

education: 

 At the undergraduate medical education level, this programôs innovative 

educational approach creates a specialized combined medical school and 

graduate school curriculum. In addition to the traditional curriculum 

presented at UCI SOM, significant features of PRIME -LC include: 

1. Medical school training 

(undergraduate medical 

education) 

 

2. Residency (graduate medical 

education), and 

  

3. Post-graduate (continuing medical 

education) 

 ¶ Language, cultural  immersion  and  clinical  experiences  obtained  both  in 

Mexico and the U.S.  

¶ Focus on Epidemiology and Biostatistics of diseases with high incidence and 

prevalence in Latinos. 

¶ Specialized Patient-Doctor clinical courses, early clinical experiences in 

Latino communities and tailored problem-based learning (PBL). 

¶ Core clinical clerkships and additional PBL groups focused on the Latino 

culture, social structure, demography, immigration, and health beliefs and 

practices. 

¶ Medical electives in U.S. Latino communities and Latin America. 

 

Building on the skills and knowledge developed in the specialized curriculum, PRIME -LC  residency experiences are designed to 

enhance the medical school training. Program graduates will receive special consideration for residencies in family medicine, 

pediatrics, internal medicine, emergency medicine and psychiatry at UCI Medical Center if they choose to remain at UCI for their 

residencies. However, PRIME -LC  students will not be limited to UCI residencies or to the primary care specialties. We expect 

that PRIME -LC  graduates will become leaders in many disciplines and at many other outstanding educational institutions. 

 

After their residencies, a placement office will help PRIME -LC  trained physicians find employment in leadership roles in health 

care community institutions. 

 

We encourage all qualified candidates, whether or not they are California residents to apply for this unique, innovative and 

important program.  

Welcome!  

Program in Medical Education for the Latino Community PRIME -LC  

An Innovative Model of Excellence at the UC Irvine School of Medicine 



PRIME -LC  was established in 2004 and it currently has 58 students in all levels of the five-year medical school curriculum.   In 

May 2009, we graduated our first class.  Our graduates entered their top choice residencies.  Students from all cohorts have been 

involved in remarkable extracurricular activities that help them develop, improve and demonstrate strong leadership, service 

commitment and advocacy skills.  Examples of their involvement in these activities include: internships in Californiaôs state 

capitol and the California Medical Association; serving as student government leaders; founding the UCI Chapter of PhRma Free; 

organizing the first medical student lobby day for universal health care in Sacramento as well as lunchtime talks on health policy, 

business of medicine and activism; coordinating the UCI LMSA/SNMA premedical conference, reestablishing the AMSA 

Chapter and spearheading the effort for the first-ever UCI free clinic.  PRIME -LC students have also restructured the 

International Health Selective, formed the International Health Interest Group and attended the annual Federation of Medical 

Student Associations conference on international medicine.  They have participated in international activities in Mexico, 

Guatemala, Colombia, Cuba, Brazil and Peru, been awarded grants for bi-national study of health Promoters in Santa Ana, 

California and Chiapas, Mexico, and developed proposals for cervical cancer prevention in Nicaragua and medical education in 

Panama. 
 

The first three cohorts of PRIME -LC  students have chosen masters in public health, public policy, social sciences and business 

administration as their second degrees.  PRIME -LC  offers students the flexibility to obtain their masters at a creditable 

university of their choice.  Special arrangements with the MBA and MPH programs at UCI and Cal State University - Long 

Beach have been established, and these programs have tailored their curricula to focus on educational goals germane to PRIME -

LC .  Our students have also enrolled in graduate programs at the University of Michigan, Harvard University, UCLA and UC 

Berkeley. 
 

Application:  All applicants submit a complete application to the American Medical College Application Service (AMCAS) 

between June 1 and November 1 of the year preceding anticipated admission. Qualified candidates will receive a UCI secondary 

application including a supplemental PRIME -LC  application. The Admissions Committee will review all application materials 

and select candidates to interview. Interviewing applicants will have one interview conducted in Spanish. 

Sample PRIME-LC Curriculum with Masters Degree  
 

Year Summer Fall Winter  Spring  
     

1 Orientation To the Program  

      
  Seminars in Latino Health, 

Culture & Society *  

Basic Science ÷ Basic Science ÷ Basic Science ÷ 

  Summer Language,  Cultural  

and  

Clinical Experience ÷ 

  Clinical Foundation I  

Clinical Experience ł 

Clinical Foundation I  

Clinical Experience ł 

2  Basic Science ÷ Basic Science ÷ Basic Science ÷ 

  Clinical Foundation II  

Clinical Experience ł 

Clinical Foundation II 

Clinical Experience ł 

Clinical Foundation II 

Clinical Experience ł 

  Seminars in Latino Health, 

Culture & Society *  

Seminars in Latino Health, 

Culture & Society *  

Seminars in Latino Health, 

Culture & Society *  

3  

Clinical Clerkships ł 

Clinical Clerkships ł Clinical Clerkships ł  

Clinical Clerkships ł 

    Seminars in Latino Health, 

Culture & Society *  

Seminars in Latino Health, 

Culture & Society *  

  

4 MPH, MBA, MPP, MHA or related field  

5 Clinical Course Work 

Residency Application ÷ 

Clinical Course Work 

Residency Application ÷ 

Clinical Course Work 

Residency Application ÷ 

Clinical Course Work 

Residency Application ÷ 

  Complete Masters  

Project *  

Complete Masters  

Project *  

Complete Masters  

Project *  

Complete Masters Project *  

*  Courses for the Master's Degree.             æ SOM core revised for PRIME-LC.              ö Core medical school curriculum. 

 

For more information on PRIME -LC please contact:   www.ucihs.uci.edu/PRIMELC/   primelc@uci.edu - 949-824-7136 
 

 

VACATION  

http://www.ucihs.uci.edu/PRIMELC/
mailto:primelc.uci.edu
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University of California, 

Irvine MD/MBA 

Program 

The joint M.D/MBA program is offered in 5-or 6-year programs. It is aimed at individuals who 

are exceptional in ability and motivation and who seek a career as physicians with major 

responsibility for administration and management in health care organizations and institutions. 

Students in this program pursue a combined curriculum leading to an M.D. degree from the 

School of Medicine and an MBA from the Graduate School of Management.  

Students must be currently enrolled in the M.D. program in order to apply to the combined 

M.D./MBA program. During their second or third year of medical school, interested students 

submit an application to the Graduate School of Management Admissions Committee, after 

review by the School of Medicine. Final acceptance to the program is granted by the Graduate 

School of Management, and MBA. Course work begins following completion of the student's 

third year of medical school. Students should be aware that enrollment in the M.D. program 

does not guarantee acceptance into the MBA program.  

Students must also complete three years of medical school training, in good standing, and pass 

USMLE Step 1 to be considered for entry into the program. The MCAT currently serves as a 

waiver for the GMAT entrance examination usually required for application to graduate for 

each program. The total number of units required to graduate for each program are satisfied 

separately in the M.D./MBA joint program.  

For more information contact:  

Maria Chandler, MD, MBA MD/MBA 

faculty advisor (949) 824-5932 

mchandle@uci.edu  

Or visit the MD/MBA program website at http://www.ha.uci.edu/som/mdmba/ 

 

http://www.ha.uci.edu/som/mdmba/
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The UCI Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP) is an NIH funded program to support 

students during their education leading to the combination of M.D. and Ph.D. degrees.  Its 

purpose is to train individuals who can understand and contribute to advances in research, and 

can also apply those advances to the field of medical care.  The combination of clinical training 

leading to the M.D. degree with research training leading to the Ph.D. degree is a way to 

educate scientists who can apply laboratory results to the problems of clinical medicine.  

We have structured the MSTP at the University of California, Irvine to incorporate the greatest 

diversity of training and to allow the greatest flexibility of scheduling. We believe that the best 

way to train individuals who can understand and apply the latest research results is to combine a 

solid medical education with in depth research training in a specialized field.  Since advances in 

medicine today can come from any of a wide variety of fields of research, students in the UCI 

MSTP can pursue their Ph.D. studies in any graduate program at the university.  Our graduate 

programs include all of the Medical School departments, all of the Biological Sciences 

departments, and graduate programs in Chemistry, Physics, Engineering, Computer Sciences, 

and Social Ecology, to name just a few.  In addition, students can choose to pursue their 

research in an interdepartmental program, such as the program in Molecular Biology, Genetics 

and Biochemistry, the Beckman Laser Institute or the Research Imaging Center. Since each area 

of study has different requirements, we have also tried to incorporate as much flexibility as 

possible into the program. Some students choose to begin their studies with the two basic 

science years of medical school, some choose to begin with graduate courses and research, and 

some have integrated medical school courses and research throughout their graduate career.  

The goal of an M.D./Ph.D. program is to train individuals who can both carry out research and 

apply that research to patient care, and we are trying to develop in our students the skills needed 

to integrate the two different worlds.  

These are our goals, but the primary determinants of our success in developing medical 

scientists are the abilities and dedication of our students.  The UCI MSTP currently consists of 

32 students carrying out their research in eight different departments.  Our graduates have 

accepted residencies and faculty positions at some of the most prestigious medical institutions 

in the country.  In the future, we hope to expand our program and to develop new areas of 

training, such as an interdepartmental program in biomedical engineering.  We also hope to 

more tightly integrate the medical school basic science curriculum with the course requirements 

for graduate study.  In this way, we will meet the needs of our current and future students, and 

we will more effectively educate individuals to ultimately make significant contributions to the 

future advances of medicine.  

Application Process  
Highly qualified students who have the required academic background, substantial research 

experience, and a strong commitment to a career in biomedical research will be considered for 
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the Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP).  In applying for the program, students must 

meet the admission requirements of both the College of Medicine and the Office of Research 

and Graduate Studies. Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) scores are required, although 

Graduate Record Exam (GRE) scores are not.  The UCI MSTP strives for diversity, and non-

residents of California are encouraged to apply, and are considered equivalently to residents.  

Medical school applicants interested in the MSTP should notify the School of Medicine 

Admissions Office of their intent at the time they apply to the College of Medicine, and must 

complete a supplemental application form. Applications are reviewed by the MSTP Admissions 

Committee, which consists of the program director and representatives from the participating 

graduate departments. Applicants do not need to select a specific graduate department at the 

time of admission, but it is advantageous to have selected a field of study.  Students who are 

currently enrolled in either the School of Medicine or in a graduate program and who seek to 

become M.D./Ph.D. candidates must also apply to the Committee.  Students who already hold 

either degree are not eligible for the joint program.  

Applications are reviewed promptly and notification of acceptance is made at the earliest 

possible date.  Because the admissions process operates on a rolling acceptance basis, it is to 

your advantage to have your application complete as early as possible. Applicants not accepted 

into the MSTP will still be considered for acceptance into the School of Medicine according to 

standard admission procedures.  

Over the past few years, students admitted to the MSTP have had undergraduate grade point 

averages ranging from 3.6 to 4.0 and MCAT scores ranging from 11 to 14 in all subjects.  All 

current M.D.-Ph.D. students have had substantial research experience as undergraduates or had 

completed master's degree programs before entering.  

To receive more information about the UCI MSTP, please submit your name, mailing address, 

email address, and phone number to mstp@uci.edu.  

Note that this is not a request for an application, because all applications must be initiated 

through AMCAS.  The MSTP application forms are sent out as part of the secondary packet 

after the initial AMCAS application has been reviewed by the Medical School Admissions 

Office. 
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Community Outreach, Volunteer  

Opportunitieséand much more 

 

 
UCI School of Medicine (UCI-SOM) is known for having some of the best community outreach and 

volunteer opportunities.  Some, maybe most, of which were created by students.  UCI-SOM stresses the 

importance of community involvement and volunteering your medical skills out where it needs them 

most. Students learn about the community of Orange County, the necessities of Southern California, and 

most importantly, more about themselves. Many opportunities exist. Here are a few of the more popular 

ones.  

CampMed 

UCI School of Medicine CampMed was founded by two medical students at UCI and continues to be an 

outstanding annual student-initiated community outreach program.  Our goal is to motivate high school 

students from disadvantaged backgrounds, who may potentially lack emotional, financial, and academic 

motivation to pursue a college degree, and more specifically, to aim for a career in the health 

professions. Each year, medical students from all classes, as well as undergraduates, are chosen as 

counselors and have the amazing opportunity to work one-on-one with sophomore and junior high 

school students of all ethnicities and backgrounds.  CampMed provides wonderful team-building 

exercises, workshops exploring personal issues, and motivational speakers in order to incite enthusiasm 

and give hope -- and every year, we hear of more and more students that apply, get accepted, and enter 

UC's and state colleges. We are very proud of the difference this program has made in our community 

and it is even more exciting each time a student writes us about the positive changes this program has 

brought into their lives.  We are also very proud of the extremely motivated and outgoing individuals 

that have donated their time to this cause and we hope to include you on our list for next year.  The UCI 

Camp Med program has received a great deal of recognition both locally and nationally with awards 

from organizations like the AMA.  For more information about UCI CampMed make sure to visit our 

website at www.campmed.org (you can check out the pictures too) or you can email us at 

campmed@uci.edu.

U-TEACH 

U-TEACH is a program in which 1st and 2nd year students are matched up with a pregnant woman for 

the entire school year. Students learn about pregnancy, childbirth, and perinatal care through classroom 

lectures/workshops and by assisting the OB-GYN at all prenatal visits and the birth. This is a great 

opportunity for students to gain hands-on experience in the clinic, to form a long-term relationship with a 
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patient, to act as a patient advocate, and to learn firsthand about the biosocial aspect of medicine and 

prenatal care. 

Pediatrics Clinic   

The Children's Clinic (TCC) is a community-based pediatric clinic at Long Beach Memorial Medical 

Center. Volunteers come in one evening every other week to assess vital statistics, the chief complaint 

and perform a variety of diagnostic tests.  Students are also encouraged to follow their patients into the 

examination room to observe the attending physician perform the history and physical.  This is an 

excellent opportunity to begin developing basic clinical skills, to practice your medical Spanish (though 

no prior experience is required) and to see how a pediatric practice is run.  For more information, visit 

our website at www.thechildrensclinic.org 

The Ride-Along Program (RAP)  

This is a great program that allows students to obtain a lot of clinical exposure to procedures in a pre-

hospital setting. Students will ride-along with paramedic ambulances that respond to 911 calls in the 

counties of Santa Ana, Garden Grove, or Anaheim for a minimum length of 6 hours on the day of your 

choice (excluding weekends with only some exceptions).  This is a great opportunity to find out about 

pre-hospital care and improve your clinical skills, such as patient history, vital signs, EKG reading, pre-

hospital medical management, and you may even get to perform CPR.  You will be responding to 

emergency calls, so please be advised of safety precautions on scenes of traffic accidents, etc. This 

experience is what you make of it. If you would like to just observe, then you may, but the more hands-

on experience you get, the more comfortable you will feel on your clinical services and PD courses and 

the better time you will have. Do not pass this opportunity up! It has no mandatory time commitment, 

and is completely voluntary. You just call and sign up for the weekday that is most convenient to you, 

and show up and have a blast!  This program occurs all year long, with an orientation lunch each Fall - 
be on the look-out!  

 

UC Irvine Outreach Clinics 

The UC Irvine Outreach Clinics is a non-denominational organization that is committed to delivering 

high quality medical care to individuals who have limited access to health services and insurance. 

Currently, we operate out of the Village of Hope's Hurtt Family Clinic and serve Santa Ana, Tustin and 

neighboring communities. We strive to provide comprehensive care to our patients by offering health 

care services, wellness education, social services, basic medications, refferals, and, if they are eligible, 

assistance in obtaining health care coverage. While we would like to serve everyone, our clinic is 

intended to catch those who fall between the cracks of the current health care system, the uninsured. 

 

The clinic is completely run and supported by students under the guidance of our medical director, Dr. 

Emily Dow. We aim to provide a collaborative and respectful environment where patients, health 

professionals, and students work together and learn from one another. The UC Irvine student volunteers 

represent a broad range of studies, from medical and nursing to undergraduate and graduate. At the 

clinic, student volunteers work in interdisciplinary teams alongside community collaborators and under 

the guided supervision of licensed practitioners. 

 

For more information, visit our website at http://ucioutreachclinics.org/ 

 

 

http://www.thechildrensclinic.org/
http://ucioutreachclinics.org/
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